
Page 1 of 9 
 

Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, March 7, 2018.  Present were Jerry D. 
Lawrence, Chairman; Anthony Kinahan, Vice Chairman and Eldon F. Moreira, Clerk.  Also present was 
David L. Gagne, Town Administrator and Tracy Altrich, Assistant Town Administrator.  The meeting 
convened at 7:00 p.m. in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room in Town Hall. 

Also present at this time: 

Denise Reyes, 48 Columbus Ave 
Julie Carriere Martin, 196 Howard St 
Arthur Carriere, 216 Howard St 
Nicholas Carriere, 216 Howard St 
Marlene Howell, 187 Howard St 
Neil Conly, 376 Walnut St 
Deborah Lancaster, 73 Ash St 
Dr. Henry Crowley, 509 Spring St 
Rue and Jon Kream, 96 South Elm St 
Stacy Merola, 55 Bryant St 
Bill Clancy, 498 East St 
Anne Iannitelli, Town Clerk 
Rick Krugger, Water Department 
Wayne Parks, Water Department 
Steve McCarthy, Assessors Office 
Ellen Snoeyenbos, Library 
 
 
Chairman Lawrence called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Chairman Lawrence stated that for the public’s information, this meeting will be recorded.  Some and/or 
all of the parts of the meeting may be used by our local access company to be shown on local access 
along with internet feeds and clips may be used separately from the entire meeting.  Chairman Lawrence 
asked that everyone please have their cell phones turned off. 

The Board led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to open the meeting, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence stated first on the Agenda is the change of beneficiary interest in the transfer of 
stocks for Canoe Club.  

Chairman Lawrence introduced Ms. Merola from the Canoe Club and asked her to explain a little bit 
about what’s happening. 

Ms. Merola stated her father passed away in 2015 and everything went into a trust for the Canoe Club. 
Ms. Merola stated that her mother and sister signed off on everything and all the documents are in order. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the change of beneficiary interest in the transfer of stock for Canoe 
Club, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to close the meeting, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Ms. Iannitelli swore in Lincoln Thibeault as Deputy Fire Chief of the Town of West Bridgewater. 
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Mr. Moreira MOVED for a brief recess at 7:05 p.m. for pictures, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted 
unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence reconvened meeting at 7:08 p.m. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to accept for review the minutes of February 21st meeting, Mr. Moreira seconded, 
and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the minutes of February 7th meeting, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so 
voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence stated next on the agenda is to accept Complete Streets Working Group. 

Mr. Altrich stated that the list includes people who have shown an interest in the Complete Streets 
Program.  They include committee members, people who work for the Town and residents. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the Complete Streets Working Group list, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and 
so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to release Executive Session Minutes of October 5, 2016, March 15, 2017, 
August 3, 2017, September 20, 2017, October 4, 2017, October 18, 2017, November 1, 2017 and 
December 6, 2017, Mr. Moreira seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence recused himself from the next discussion because he is a member of the Lions Club 
that hosts the West Bridgewater Park Day celebration. 

Mr. Kinahan assumed position as Acting Chair. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept the Application for a One Day Liquor License for the September 9, 2018 
Park Day Festival and all fees will be waived in connection with the liquor license, Mr. Kinahan 
seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence resumed position as Chair. 

Ms. Altrich stated that Epicure notified the Town that they will be surrendering their liquor license and 
that they will not be relocating anywhere in the Town. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to accept the surrendering of their liquor license, Mr. Moreira seconded, and so 
voted unanimously. 

Mr. Gagne stated that he would like the Board to appoint Scott Golder as Custodian of Tax Possession 
Property which means that when a property is foreclosed on through the tax title process, Mr. Golder will 
have the ability to go to auctions and sell off the property so the Town can recoup some or all of the 
expenses.  Mr. Gagne stated that he would also like the Board to accept the new policy with having Mr. 
Golder as Custodian of Tax Possession Property, it allows the Town to be given a minimum of 90 days 
notice prior to auction so the Town will have time to decide if they want to retain the property.  The 
policy will also allow Mr. Golder to prepare a list in December of all properties that are in foreclosure 
which will contain all financial data associated with each property. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED for appointment and adoption of the policy, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted 
unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence asked the Board if all were in favor of accepting the document certifying that 
Bresciani Lane is an accepted street, all voted unanimously. 
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Ms. Altrich stated that the Town applied for assistance from Old Colony Planning Council and it was 
accepted.  Ms. Altrich stated that this means the Town will receive technical and financial assistance in 
connection with the Complete Streets Program. 

Mr. Gagne stated that several years ago he started an internship program with Bridgewater State 
University.  Mr. Gagne introduced the latest intern, Ama Bray.  Ms. Bray was welcomed by the Board. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to open the Annual Town Meeting and Special Town Meeting warrants for June 4, 
2018 and also to close the warrants for the Annual Town Meeting on Friday, April 20, 2018 at 12:00 noon 
and the Special Town Meeting on Friday, May 11, 2018 at 12:00 noon, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so 
voted unanimously. 

Mr. Gagne stated that the Town currently has a moratorium in place for recreational marijuana, not 
medical but strictly recreational which was legalized in November, 2016, so if the Town does nothing, 
then as of July 1, anyone can come into Town and establish either a cultivation center or a retail 
establishment for marijuana.  That may be what the Town wants but the Town would have to do 
something at the June Town Meeting.  Chairman Lawrence and Mr. Gagne have discussed to have a list 
of advisory nonbinding questions at the Annual Town Election which will contain questions about how 
the residents of West Bridgewater feel about the subject.  Mr. Gagne stated that the way the regulation is 
written, the Town of West Bridgewater has the right to outright ban it if the Town chooses.  If the Town 
doesn’t want to, then it has the right to regulate it, but only at that one meeting.  So the answers to these 
questions will give the Town a good indication as to how to prepare the warrant articles.  The Town has 
created summaries of the regulations but the Secretary of State’s Office has stated that these summaries 
are not allowed at the ballot or at the election hall.  Mr. Gagne stated that it is too bad because these 
summaries are unbiased, they just explain what a yes vote means and what a no vote means.  This means 
that the Town will need to get this information out by putting it on the website and on the Town’s 
Facebook page. 

Chairman Lawrence stated that the fact is, marijuana is legal and the Town needs to accept this and do 
something or it will potentially lose a lot of money. 

Mr. Kinahan asked if there are a certain number of licenses that can be given out like the liquor licenses.  
Mr. Gagne stated no, there is not currently a quota system but not all the regulations have been passed by 
the Cannabis Control Commission. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to accept the language for the questions on the ballot, Mr. Moreira seconded, and 
so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence stated next on the agenda is the site plan review for 38 Turnpike Street Rear.  Mr. 
Gagne stated that there is a landscaping company that is looking to locate behind 38 Turnpike Street 
which is currently Advanced Auto Import. 

Chairman Lawrence stated that he would like to pass on that consideration be given for dirt, dust and 
noise for abutters in the area. And also consider the aesthetics of the area. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to accept site plan review for 38 Turnpike Street Rear with the Board’s concerns, 
Mr. Moreira seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence stated next on the agenda is site plan review for 635 Manley Street.  Mr. Gagne 
stated this will be a Class I license that will go before the board.  This is for a business that sells and 
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services large commercial trailers.  Mr. Moreira stated that he would like consideration given to the 
aesthetics of the area.  Maybe plant a few trees and keep it looking nice. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to accept site plan review for 635 Manley Street with the Board’s concerns, Mr. 
Moreira seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence stated that he noticed that the Matfield Woods Mobile Homes Park signs are very old 
and hard to read and some of the streets don’t have any signs at all.  He would like to send a letter to the 
management of Matfield Woods and ask that they consider changing their signs to read more clearly, 
maybe even select new signs that have Town Seals on them.  Chairman Lawrence stated this could turn 
into a life and death situation for the residents who are mostly elderly in need of public safety responses. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to send a letter to Matfield Woods suggesting they update their signage, Mr. 
Moreira seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to ratify Chairmen’s Emergency Declaration due to March 2 storm, Mr. Moreira 
seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence stated the Town did an excellent job during the past couple of storms.  The Council 
on Aging did an excellent job of opening up the Senior Center with food and warmth to anyone who was 
in need.  Many of the snow plow drivers stopped in there for a quick rest and to get something to eat.  
They accommodated everyone who needed it.  The road crews did an excellent job in clearing the snow 
and clearing fallen trees and made it safe for everyone travelling around town to do so safely. 

Mr. Moreira commended Senator Timilty whom Mr. Moreira called because he was told the Town would 
not be getting electrical service back for several days.  He mentioned to Senator Timilty that the Town’s 
electrical services was going to be down for several days and the Senator said he would do what he could.  
Mr. Moreira then stated that within several hours of the phone call with the Senator, most the electrical 
services were restored to residents of the town.  Mr. Moreira was very thankful to the Senator and 
suggested we write a letter of thanks to him for all his help during the storm. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to write a letter of thanks to Senator Timilty, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted 
unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence stated that they would now discuss budget hearings.  First on the agenda is Budget 
1350, Accountant. 

Mr. Gagne presented the budget for 1350, Accountant.  Mr. Gagne stated it is level funded.  There is a 
savings of $10,000 versus previous years because the current accountant works part-time. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to pass on the budget request for 1350, Accountant to Finance Committee, Mr. 
Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Budget 5410, Council on Aging.  Chairman Lawrence welcomed Marilyn Mather to present for the 
Council on Aging budget.  Ms. Mather stated she has requested funding for an aging generator.  Ms. 
Mather also requested funding for an activities coordinator for primarily evening programs. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to pass on the budget request for 5410, Council on Aging to Finance Committee, 
Mr. Moreira seconded, and so voted unanimously. 
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Mr. Gagne presented 1965, Economic Development Commission. Mr. Gagne stated this is level funded.  
He stated that the new fire chief has been appointed to this commission and hopes to have it up and 
running this year. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to pass on the budget request for 1965, Economic Development Commission to 
Finance Committee, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence welcome Rick Krugger and Wayne Parks from the Water Department for budget 
4500, Water Department.  Chairman Lawrence stated that he would like to go over the Articles for the 
Special Town Meeting and give a brief explanation of each Article.  Mr. Krugger of the Water 
Department stated he would go over each Article and give a brief explanation.  He stated Article 1 is 
about Station 1 on Cyr Street.  It was built 1948 and remodeled in 1976.  The wells need to be cleaned so 
they can work more efficiently.  Article 2 is a hydrolic model.  The department usually has to hire an 
engineering firm to find out how much water is available in the Town.  Because it is a huge job, the 
results are usually not in in time so the Town now would like to purchase a computer system that will do 
this. Article 3 is related to the GIS flyover.  This was discussed at a previous meeting.  Article 4 is related 
to meter reading. It is a computer program that allows meter reading to be done efficiently and in a timely 
manner.  Mr. Gagne asked if all the Articles from the Water Department will come from water surplus 
and Mr. Parks confirmed that yes, they are all coming from water surplus. 

Mr. Gagne spoke about Article 5.  He stated telephone poles needed to be replaced by National Grid and 
the Town incurred expenses relocating the Town’s Fiber Communications Lines.  Mr. Gagne then spoke 
about Article 6.  He stated that this Article is in regards to property owned by the Town on which a 
billboard is situated.  This location is on Walnut Street.  The property has gone into tax title.  Mr. Gagne 
stated the Town is looking to sell off the property and recoup expenses. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to recommend all Articles, Mr. Moreira seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED that water department will present all water department articles, Mr. Sarro, IT 
Director will present on Article 5 and Mr. Golder, Treasurer/Collector will present on Article 6, Mr. 
Moreira seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence stated that we will now move to budget 4500, Water Department.  Mr. Parks (?) 
stated that there are not too many increases and most increases are in salaries.  Increases are mostly 
contractual. 

Mr. Moreira stated that the Asack family has been a very important part of the Town.  The Asack’s have 
served the water department for a total of 70 years.  Mr. Moreira would like to dedicate a street name or 
something with the Asack name. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to have a street dedicated with the Asack name, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so 
voted unanimously. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to pass on the budget request for 4500, Water Department to Finance Committee, 
Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence stated that next on the agenda was budget 6100, West Bridgewater Public Library.  
Chairman Lawrence welcomed Ellen Snoeyenbos, Library Director to present the Library budget.  Ms. 
Snoeyenbos stated that the biggest change has been the change in personnel and added an Assistant 
Department Head.   
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Mr. Kinahan MOVED to pass on the budget request for 6100, Public Library to Finance Committee, 
Mr. Moreira seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

At 8:22 p.m. Chairman Lawrence requested a short break. 

At 8:25 p.m. Chairman Lawrence called the meeting back in session. 

Chairman Lawrence stated next on the Agenda is the budget for 1410, Assessors.  Steve McCarthy of the 
Assessors Office stated the increase is less than 2% for FY19.  The increase is mostly due to salary 
increases.  He stated they lost an employee and replaced that employee with a clerk of minimum salary. 
The remainder of the increases were contractual.  Everything else was level funded. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to pass on the budget request for 1410, Assessors to Finance Committee, 
Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence stated next on the Agenda is budget 1510 Town Counsel.  Mr. Gagne presented this 
budget.  Mr. Gagne stated that it is level funded. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to pass on the budget request for 1510, Town Counsel to Finance Committee, 
Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence stated budget 5430 Veterans.  Mr. Gagne presented for this budget.  Mr. Gagne 
stated it is level funded.  Right now there is a surplus and Mr. Gagne is speaking with the Veterans Agent 
and may decrease the amount asked for in the budget. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to pass on the budget request for 5430, Veterans to Finance Committee, 
Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence stated next on the agenda is budget 1560, Cable TV Committee.  Mr. Gagne stated it 
is level funded and is the same year after year. 

Chairman Lawrence stated that the Board will go through the rest of Mr. Gagne budgets and motion them 
all at the end of them.  Next is budget 1750, Planning Board.  Mr. Gagne stated that this budget is level 
funded except for contractual increases in clerical salary and longevity salary. 

Mr. Gagne stated next budget is 1760, Board of Appeals.  Mr. Gagne stated right now it is level funded.  
There may be an adjustment with clerical salaries. 

Mr. Gagne stated next budget is 1850 Rent Control Board and it is level funded and is the same year after 
year. 

Mr. Gagne stated next budget is 1920 ADA Compliance Committee and it is level funded. 

Mr. Gagne stated next budget is 1945 Municipal Building Needs Committee and it is level funded buy 
may need to be adjusted with clerical salaries. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to pass on the budget requests for 1560, 1750, 1760, 180, 1920 and 1945 to 
Finance Committee, Mr. Moreira seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence stated next on the agenda is Town Administrator’s Report.  Mr. Gagne stated there 
are two requests to use town grounds.  First is a Scholarship Fundraiser by the school to be done at the 
corner of Howard Street and Spring Street on May 12.  All parties have been notified and the request has 
been approved.  The second is WBYAA has on an annual basis it’s opening day parade on April 28. All 
parties have been notified and the request has been approved. 
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Mr. Gagne next stated that he would like to do a followup on the storm.  Mr. Gagne stated that he has 
never been more proud of the people who work in our Town and the residents here.  Everyone was so 
helpful during the storm.  Mr. Gagne stated he spent many hours here on Friday night and Saturday, 
driving around and checking on several locations.  All town employees including the fire department, 
ambulance drivers, the Council on Aging, everyone was fantastic in responding and being helpful during 
such severe storm conditions.  National Grid did a great job restoring the power but it was our DPW 
employees who were out there on the weekend clearing away the trees to allow National Grid to do their 
job.  Every department’s response was phenomenal.  It is nice to know that we have everything we need 
in the case of an emergency, not that we always use the items but they are there when we do need them. 

Chairman Lawrence also wanted to thank neighboring towns Fire Departments who helped out when our 
Town had a fire and needed extra help with containing the fire. 

Ms. Reyes asked whether there would be funding available to residents who had damages due to the 
storm.  Chairman Lawrence stated that the Town did declare a state of emergency so it has yet to be 
determined what will be available, but there will be funds made available to people who suffered damages 
during this storm.  Mr. Gagne stated that he has been in contact with Senator Timilty’s office regarding 
reimbursement of funds due to our overtime expenses during the storm.  Mr. Gagne stated he is waiting to 
hear back with results of his request. 

Chairman Lawrence stated next on the agenda is a letter to cable providers.  Mr. Gagne stated he provided 
the Board with a draft letter to a cable provider.  Mr. Gagne stated that he has done some research 
regarding cable providers and he has determined that there are four providers in Massachusetts that 
provide cable services.  They are Comcast, Verizon, RC Communications and Cox Communications.  
Other than Comcast, none of them do business here in West Bridgewater.  Mr. Gagne stated that the 
Office will reach out to each of these companies trying to get some competition for cable services in our 
Town. 

Chairman Lawrence stated that he would like to try to contact the owners of Hess which is now 
Speedway.  He would like to try to get them clean up the property.  Chairman Lawrence stated that he 
would like to see if the owners would be willing to sell the property to the Town for $1 with the 
understanding that they would remove the canopy and other parts of the property or if the Town can clean 
it up.  Chairman Lawrence would like to check with the Building Department and with the Conservation 
Commission first to see if the property is basically useless.  Mr. Gagne stated he has spoken with 
Conservation and the land is basically useless by their account.  Mr. Gagne stated that he has been in 
contact with the owners and it is not a priority to them and the Town really has nothing they can do about 
it because the Town does not own the land.  The owners removed the tanks when they were asked to by 
the Town. 

At 8:55 p.m. Mr. Moreira MOVED to adjourn the meeting, Chairman Lawrence seconded.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Christine Haggerty, Confidential Secretary 

 

 List of documents in the March 7, 2018 Meeting Packet: 

 Canoe Club, Change of Beneficial Interest and Transfer of Stock 
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- Local Licensing Authority Review Record 
- Public Hearing Notice 
- Local Licensing Authority Review Record 
- Amendment Application for a Change of Beneficial Interest or Transfer/Issuance of 

Stock 
- Applicant’s Statement 
- Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission 

 Meeting Minutes of February 21, 2018 
 Meeting Minutes of February 7, 2018 
 Complete Streets Working Group List 
 Epicure – Surrendering Liquor License 

- Memo from Epicure Surrendering Liquor License 
- Letter from Board of Selectmen to Epicure asking for return of Liquor License 

 Consider Vote by Board of Selectmen to Appoint Scott Golder as Custodian of Tax Possession 
Property 

- Language for Board Vote 
- Scott Golder’s Request to be appointed Custodian of Tax Possession Property 
- Tax Title Account Statement as of 2/28/18 
- In Process Appraisal Summary 

 Town Clerk Attesting to Bresciani Lane is a Public Way and Accepted Street 
 Old Colony Planning Council 2018 District Local Technical Assistance Request Form 
 New Board of Selectmen Office Intern 

- Appoint Letter of Ama Bray 
- Resume of Ama Bray 

 Special Permit & Site Plan Review – 38 Turnpike Street Rear 
 Special Permit & Site Plan Review – 635 Manley Street – Boston Trailer 
 Questions re Marijuana Referendum 
 March 14, 2018 Special Town Meeting – Recommendations on Articles and Approve Motions 
 Budget Requests for: 

- 1350 – Accountant 
- 5410 – Council on Aging 
- 4500 – Water Department 
- 6100 – Library 
- 1410 – Assessors  
- 1965 – Economic Development Commission 
- 1510 – Town Counsel 
- 1560 – Cable TV Committee 
- 5110 – Board of Health 
- 1750 – Planning Board 
- 1760 – Board of Appeals 
- 1850 – Rent Control Board 
- 1920 – ADA Compliance Committee 
- 1945 – Municipal Building Needs Committee 

 Request to Use Town Hall Parking Lot and/or Grounds – Scholarship Toll Fundraiser 
 Request to Use Town Hall Parking Lot and/or Grounds – West Bridgewater Youth Athletic Assoc. 
 Letter to Cable Providers 


